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who made the keynote address at the 2004 
Republican National Convention; Gov. Bob 
Taft of Ohio; Ohio State Attorney General 
Jim Petro; Ohio State Senator Doug White; 
pro football Hall of Famer Anthony Munoz; 

Prime Minister Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi In-
terim Government; former Democratic Pres-
idential candidate Howard Dean; and Prime 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Notice on Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to the Terrorist Attacks on the United 
States
September 10, 2004 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. Consistent with this 
provision, I have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister the enclosed notice, stating that the 
emergency declared with respect to the ter-
rorist attacks on the United States of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, is to continue in effect 
for an additional year. 

The terrorist threat that led to the dec-
laration on September 14, 2001, of a na-
tional emergency continues. For this rea-
son, I have determined that it is necessary 
to continue in effect after September 14, 
2004, the national emergency with respect 
to the terrorist threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 

September 10, 2004. 

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D 
at the end of this volume. 

The President’s Radio Address 
September 11, 2004 

Good morning. This is a day of remem-
brance for our country. And I am honored 
to be joined at the White House today by 
Americans who lost so much in the terrible 
events of September the 11th, 2001, and 
have felt that loss every day since. 

Three years ago, the struggle of good 
against evil was compressed into a single 
morning. In the space of only 102 minutes, 
our country lost more citizens than were 
lost in the attack on Pearl Harbor. Time 
has passed, but the memories do not fade. 

We remember the images of fire and 
the final calls of love and the courage of 
rescuers who saw death and did not flee. 
We remember the cruelty of enemies who 
murdered the innocent and rejoiced in our 
suffering. We remember the many good 
lives that ended too soon which no one 
had the right to take. And our Nation re-
members the families left behind to carry 
a burden of sorrow. They have shown cour-
age of their own, and with the help of 
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God’s grace and with support from one an-
other, the families of terror victims have 
shown a strength that survives all hurt. 
Each of them remains in the thoughts and 
prayers of the American people. 

The terrorist attacks on September the 
11th were a turning point for our Nation. 
We saw the goals of a determined enemy, 
to expand the scale of their murder and 
force America to retreat from the world. 
And our Nation accepted a mission: We 
will defeat this enemy. 

The United States of America is deter-
mined to guard our homeland against fu-
ture attacks. As the September the 11th 
Commission concluded, our country is safer 
than we were 3 years ago, but we are not 
yet safe. 

So every day, many thousands of dedi-
cated men and women are on duty—as air 
marshals, airport screeners, cargo inspec-
tors, border patrol officers, and first-re-
sponders. At the same time, Americans 
serving in the FBI and CIA are performing 
their daily work with professionalism, while 
we reform those agencies to see the dan-
gers around the next corner. Our country 
is grateful to all our fellow citizens who 
watch for the enemy and answer the alarms 
and guard America by their vigilance. 

The United States is determined to stay 
on the offensive and to pursue the terrorists 
wherever they train or sleep or attempt to 
set down roots. We have conducted this 
campaign from the mountains of Afghani-
stan to the heart of the Middle East to 
the horn of Africa to the islands of the 
Philippines to hidden cells within our own 
country. More than three-quarters of Al 
Qaida’s key members and associates have 
been detained or killed. We know that 
there is still a danger to America. So we 
will not relent until the terrorists who plot 

murder against our people are found and 
dealt with. 

The United States is also determined to 
advance democracy in the broader Middle 
East, because freedom will bring the peace 
and security we all want. When the peoples 
of that region are given new hope and lives 
of dignity, they will let go of old hatreds 
and resentments, and the terrorists will find 
fewer recruits. And as governments of that 
region join in the fight against terror in-
stead of harboring terrorists, America and 
the world will be more secure. Our present 
work in Iraq and Afghanistan is difficult. 
It is also historic and essential. By our com-
mitment and sacrifice today, we will help 
transform the Middle East and increase the 
safety of our children and grandchildren. 

Since September the 11th, the sacrifices 
in the war on terror have fallen most heav-
ily on members of our military and their 
families. Our Nation is grateful to the brave 
men and women who are taking risks on 
our behalf at this hour. And America will 
never forget the ones who have fallen, men 
and women last seen doing their duty, 
whose names we will honor forever. 

The war on terror goes on. The resolve 
of our Nation is still being tested. And in 
the face of danger, we are showing our 
character. Three years after the attack on 
our country, Americans remain strong and 
resolute, patient in a just cause, and con-
fident of the victory to come. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. 
from the Oval Office at the White House. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this 
address. The National Days of Prayer and 
Remembrance and Patriot Day proclama-
tions of September 10 are listed in Appendix 
D at the end of this volume. 

ug 31 2005 15:35 May 18 2007 Jkt 201943 PO 00000 Frm 00795 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\201943A 011 201943A



2016

Sept. 12 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 

Remarks on the Terrorist Attacks in Russia 
September 12, 2004 

Mr. Ambassador, thank you for receiving 
Laura and me. I’m here to express my 
country’s heartfelt sympathies for the vic-
tims and the families who suffered at the 
hands of the evil terrorists. The United 
States stands side by side with Russia as 
we fight off terrorism, as we stand shoulder 
to shoulder to make the world a more 
peaceful place and a free place. 

The atrocities that took place in the 
school were beyond comprehension. Many 
in America and, I know, many in Russia 
simply cannot conceive the hearts of a per-
son that would mow down innocent chil-
dren. And the killers, once again, reminded 
us—remind us of the duties we have as 
free people to work in concert, to work 
in unity, to make this world a better place. 

And so, Mr. Ambassador, I’m honored. 
Please pass on my very best wishes to 

President Vladimir Putin, a man who I ad-
mire. I talked with Vladimir right after the 
incident. We had a very good discussion 
about the need for us to continue to work 
together. I pledged our Government would 
continue to work with the Russian Govern-
ment and the Russian people. 

And may God bless the people of Russia, 
and may God bless those who suffer. Thank 
you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:49 p.m. at 
the Russian Embassy in Washington, DC. In 
his remarks, he referred to Yuriy Viktorovich 
Ushakov, Russia’s Ambassador to the United 
States; and President Vladimir Putin of Rus-
sia. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of these remarks. 

Remarks in a Discussion on Health Care in Muskegon, Michigan 
September 13, 2004 

The President. Listen, thank you all for 
coming. Thanks for coming. Please be seat-
ed. So Hoekstra said, ‘‘Get over here.’’ He 
said, ‘‘Come to Muskegon.’’ I said, ‘‘Okay. 
See if you can get some people to show 
up.’’

Listen, thanks for coming. I’m here ask-
ing for the vote. I’m here to tell you I 
have a reason to ask for the vote, and we’re 
going to do it a little differently today. I’m 
going to talk to some of our fellow citizens 
about health care. That’s what I really want 
to spend some time on. I’m also going to 
talk about making America a safer place, 
making the world a safer place. 

Before we get started on issues that mat-
ter to the future of everybody in this coun-
try, there’s an issue that matters to me, 

and that is, I hope I can also count on 
your help in order to win this election. 
That means registering people to vote. Step 
one is to remind your friends and neighbors 
that we have an obligation in a free society 
to participate. So anybody who is 18 years 
old here who hasn’t registered—register. 
You have an obligation. And step two is 
once we register people to vote, is to get 
them to vote. And step three is when you 
get them headed into the polls, remind 
them America will be a safer place, a 
stronger place, and a better place when 
you put Dick Cheney and me back into 
office.

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 
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